
To apply for the Federal Direct Parent PLUS Loan, the parent borrower must fill out the online application. The Fall, Spring and 
Summer I application is available at studentaid.gov and the Summer II application is available at wmich.edu/finaid/forms. 

What is the Federal Direct Parent PLUS Loan?
The Federal Direct Parent PLUS Loan enables a parent or stepparent to borrow to pay the educational expenses of a child who is a 
dependent undergraduate student enrolled at least half-time. Applicants are encouraged to borrow the minimum amount needed to 
cover actual costs. Eligibility is determined by subtracting the student’s total financial aid and resources from the cost of attendance. 

Who may borrow a Federal Direct Parent PLUS Loan?
To borrow a Federal Direct Parent PLUS loan for a student, the parent must be the student’s biological or adoptive mother or father. 
Both parents may get a Parent PLUS Loan as long as the total aid package does not exceed the student’s cost of attendance. A step-
parent is also eligible to borrow a Parent PLUS Loan if his/her income and assets were reported on the FAFSA. A legal guardian is not 
considered a parent for financial aid purposes.

What if I don’t pass the credit check?
If you don’t pass the credit check, you will be notified in writing by the Federal Loan Servicing Center, and they will indicate that you 
have the following options:
•  Appeal - If you think there may be an error in how the credit worthiness was determined.


